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Small Business Energy Innovation 
• WHY 

– Environmental Benefit 
– Cost Savings 
– Operational Imperative 

• SMALL BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 
– Agile / Nimble / Responsive / INNOVATIVE! 

• CHALLENGE 
– Find / Facilitate / Commercialize / Connect                         

“CLUSTERS” 
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What is a cluster? 

• Concentrations of interconnected companies, specialized 
suppliers, service providers and associated institutions in an 
industry 

• Usually have a central cluster “concierge” or administrator that 
manages the cluster and fosters linkages and participation 

 - Small Businesses 
- Colleges 
- Entrepreneurs 
- Lenders 
- Non-profits 
- Government  Agencies 
- Procurement Assistance 
- Consultants 

- Large Contractors 
- Universities 
- Investors 
- Trade Associations 
- Business Assistance 
- Other Clusters 
-   For Profits 
-   Community Leadership 
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SBA Advanced Defense Technology Clusters  

• Match Small Business innovation with DoD 
technology requirements. 

• Vet Small Business’s technology, determine if it 
is ahead of or behind DoD innovation. 

• Save Small Businesses time & resources by 
ensuring product viability in DoD market place. 
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SBA Advanced Defense Technology Clusters  

• ADT Clusters effectively evaluate small business 
innovation & link promising technology and ideas with 
right contacts. 

FILTERING THE UNIVERSE! 
• ADT clusters can minimize  expenditure of government 

and private sector resources on technology, innovations, 
and concepts of little value to DoD and unlikely 
commercial success. 

“The Valley of Death” 
 
 



Programs and services to help you start, grow and succeed 

www.sba.gov 
U.S. Small Business Administration Your Small Business Resource 

6 APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

SBA Advanced Defense Technology Clusters  

• Application of Innovation  
– “Operationalizing” Technology! 
– Deep knowledge & understanding of military (or other 

agency) requirements and operations. 

• Team Building 
–  Part - - - Component - - - System - - - Product 
– Capacity & Capability for Integration? 
– Support: Capital, Credit, Counseling, Contracting    

“COMMERCIALIZING” 
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Cluster Concept 
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Clusters Connect Innovation to DOD Requirements 
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Small Business Energy Assistance 
 
• Energy Assistance for Small Businesses: 

– In last three years funded $2.5M in grants to Small Business 
Development Centers for helping businesses that develop and 
commercialize clean energy technology 

• Helping Manufacturers and Businesses adopt Green 
Practices with DoC, DoE, DoL, and EPA 
– E3 (Economy / Energy / Environment) Pilot Program 

• Greater Philadelphia Innovation Cluster (GPIC) for 
Energy-Efficient Buildings with DoE / DoC EDA 
– Small Business Commercialization Acceleration Program (CAP) 

 

•   
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Small Business Energy Assistance 
• Accelerate “Accelerators” – strengthening networks 

– http://www.sba.gov/community/blogs/official-sba-news-and-
views/open-business/starting-business-high-growth-industry-nee 

• Investments in Clean Energy Businesses 

– Impact Investment Initiative 
• http://www.sba.gov/content/small-business-investment-

company-sbic-impact-investment-initiative 

– Startup America 
• http://www.whitehouse.gov/economy/business/startup-

america 

• One-Stop Destination for Green Business Opportunities: 

“GREEN.SBA.GOV” 

http://www.sba.gov/content/small-business-investment-company-sbic-impact-investment-initiative�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/startup-america�
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SBA Cluster Information  
Website addresses for ADT Clusters: 

• www.powerfordefense.com    Minnesota Power & 
Energy 

• www.vcsi.org   (Von Braun Center for Science & 
Innovation – Huntsville, AL) Click on ADT link on bottom 
of VCSI homepage for specific ADT info. 

• www.ccatsandiego.org (San Diego State University 
Research Foundation)  - - - also interesting SDADT 
video at: 
http://www.ccatsandiego.org/CWID2011_SDADT.asx 

http://www.powerfordefense.com/�
http://www.vcsi.org/�
http://www.ccatsandiego.org/�
http://www.ccatsandiego.org/CWID2011_SDADT.asx�
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SBA Cluster Information  

Additional Cluster Information 
 

www.sba.gov/clusters 
 

RADM Steven G. Smith USN (Ret) 
Advanced Defense Technology Cluster Coordinator 

U.S. Small Business Administration 
Steven.Smith@sba.gov / 202-205-7192 

 
 

http://www.sba.gov/clusters�

	ENERGY�&�SBA Innovation Clusters�
	Small Business Energy Innovation
	What is a cluster?
	SBA Advanced Defense Technology Clusters 
	SBA Advanced Defense Technology Clusters 
	SBA Advanced Defense Technology Clusters 
	Cluster Concept
	Slide Number 8
	Clusters Connect Innovation to DOD Requirements
	�Small Business Energy Assistance�
	Small Business Energy Assistance
	SBA Cluster Information 
	SBA Cluster Information 

